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On the contrary, there was no room for doubt that,
without any declaration of war, an extensive part
of Chinese territory had been forcibly seized and
even occupied by Japanese and, as the result of this
action, that part had been detached from the rest
of China and had been declared independent.
(z>) The responsibility for the tension that existed prior
to September 18, 1931, was shared by China and
Japan. But China was in no degree responsible for
the various incidents that had occurred after that
date. For these Japan alone was responsible.
Japan*s contentions.
Omitting minor details, Japan's principal contentions
were : In the first place, the Peace Treaties should not be
applied to a country like China, with no real Government.
Too great importance should not be attached to theory, but
the facts should be faced and suitable measures considered.
In other words, some latitude should be allowed in the inter-
pretation of the Treaties.
In regard to the contention that China had no real
Government, The Times countered with, 'The confusion in
China has not started just now. It began before the Washing-
ton Conference and was considered by the participating
Powers. The Nine Power Treaty was made to help countries
in the condition of China and to prevent their weakness
from being exploited by others. Japan must have been aware
of this !
To quote the Lytton Report again,
The state of affairs in China today, when she is passing
through a period of transition, is disappointing to her impatient
friend, but in spite of many difficulties, changes and failures,
she has certainly made some progress. . , . Although there are
still a few provinces in which the Central Government can exert
but little influence, they do not openly refuse to recognize its
authority. If this Central Government can be maintained as
at present, it may be expected that the local governments, forces,
and finance will gradually assume a national aspect. It is for
this reason that China has been elected a member of the Council
of the League of Nations.*
* Translation of the Japanese text.